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We Shall be Covering ...

e Desktop environment
* The KDE Desktop
 Control Center

e Kongueror

* Help Center



The Desktop Environment

* A common graphical user interface and
platform

* A collection of X clients (programs)
working together

e Similar look and feel

* Facilitates inter-process communication
and passing of data

 Drag-and-drop, cut-and-paste between
processes and applications



The Desktop Environment
Two commonly used ones:

e GNOME - default desktop for many
popular Linux distributions
(www.gnome.orqg)

* KDE - longer history than GNOME, used
on many Linux and non-Linux systems
(www.kde.org )



The KDE Desktop

* An alternative to GNOME, widely used
in Linux and other OSS platforms

e Many Linux systems support both (only
one can be used at any one time)

* KDE applications can run in GNOME
and vice versa If the graphic libraries
required by each of these desktop
environments are available



The KDE Desktop

To switch to KDE use:

At the graphical login screen, click on Session
(at the bottom) and select KDE

) 1. GNOME
(O 2. Default System Session

() 3. Xfce Session

©4.KDE

) Failsafe Terminal
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The KDE Desktop

Or use a desktop switching program, e.q. for
Fedora/Red Hat,

* Main Menu --> System Settings --> More
System Settings --> Desktop Switching Tool

Current display is localhost.localdomain: 0.0

—Available Desktops
(") GNOME

_______________ 12

[ | Change only applies to current display

oK Cancel
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The KDE Desktop

* KDE has many similarities as well as some
differences with the GNOME desktop

e KDE makes use of the Main Menu, Panel and
the desktop too

e Some differences in handling the placement of
icons on the desktop and panel
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The KDE Desktop

All Applications

% Accessories

Preferences
ﬁ Programming
[13) Sound & Video
@ System Settings
% System Tools

L » L L - » L L L »

| Actions

ﬁ:@:} Run Command...

@ Lock Screen

Entries in the Main
Menu may not be

identical

[ & Create New
Q Bookmarks
£53 Run Command...

4] lcons

' Windows

- ’» Refresh Desktop
ﬁ Configure Desktop...

@ Lock Screen
Logout "bytekde”...

Right-clicking an
icon brings up
different options
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Control Center

* A central place where all the Desktop
and system configuration can be set
and viewed

- Main Menu --> Control Center

 To configure a particular setting, open
up the section it is under and select the
item to configure

* For example, to change the
background colour, select,

- Appearance & Themes --> Background

Page 10



Control Center
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File View Help

Index | Search | Help
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+% Regional & Accessibility
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Welcome to the "K.DE Control Center”, a central place to configure your desktop
environment. Select an item from the index on the left to load a configuration
module.

Desktop

Appearance Change the appearance of the desktop

Behavior You can configure how the desktop behaves
here

Multiple Desktops You can configure how many virtual desktops
there are.

Panels You can configure the arrangement of the
panel here

Size & Orientation Resize and Rotate your display

Taskbar You can configure the panel taskbar here
Window Behavior
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Konqueror

Standards-compliant web browser and
default file manager for KDE

Navigate filesystem as you would the WWW

Provides all the normal file manager
functionalities:

- navigation of the filesystem

- file/folder copying, renaming, deletion
creation

- application launching

Able to display graphic image files and
generate an image gallery web page from
them.
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Konqueror

fd file:/scratch - Konqueror

Location Edit View Go Bookmarks Tools Settings Window Help
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- mozilla
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+- [ multimedia
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Konqueror File Manager
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hal KDE Homepage - Conquer your Desktop! - Konqueror
Location Edit VWiew Go Bookmarks Tools Settings Window Help

Konqueror
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ation: KDE Homepage

Home
Whatis KDE?
Screenshots

Announcements
General
Information
Documentation
Supporting KDE
People

Awards

KDE Stuff
Histary

b Location: ﬁ http:ﬁmm.kde.urg_f

Loc

Settings |Sitemap| Help | Contact Us fad

Choose your location |« || Go

Conquer your Desktop!

KDE is a powerful Free Software graphical desktop
environment for Linux and Unix workstations. It
combines ease of use, contemporary functionality,
and outstanding graphical design with the
technological superiority of the Unix operating
system. More...

[ Latest Announcements | Latest News |
Latest Apblications |

: 3 +*
&y &
Free Patents

Konqueror Web Browser
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Help Center

e Extensive KDE online documentation —
the Help Center, invoke by,

- Main Menu --> Help

 Covers the graphical desktop usage,
configuration as well as the KDE
applets and applications

e Standard Unix/Linux manual and info
pages can be accessed from here too.
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Help Center

File Edit Go Help

1.5 =

il i{"[)és-lﬂﬂp Environment - I;'{D-E"I;I-E.Ip-Center

Contents Glossary

] scrollkeeper
| ] Welcome to KDE

E} Application Manuals
] Applet Manuals

[ Control Center Modules
[7] KinfoCenter Modules
“+ 4 Konqueror Plugins
[ Tutorials

[ UNIX manual pages
| Browse info pages

[ The KDE FAQ

|| Contact Information
| ] KDE on the web

|| Supporting KDE
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Placing Links on Your Desktop
Using Templates
Using MIME Types
Using the Trash Can
7. Tips & Tricks for Your Daily Work
Shortcut Table
Mouse Technigues
8. Frequently Asked Questions About KDE
9. Further Help
Other Sources for Help
10. Epilogue
The K Documentation Staff
We still need people!

Legal notices

Sources of information used during the creation of
this book

License

11. kdebase applications

12. kdeadmin applications

13. Entertainment Applications
14, kdepim applications

15. Graphical Applications

[«]
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End
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