Chapter 2
Using the Desktop
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We Shall be Covering ...

Basic Desktop customisation
Running applications
Configuring the Panel
Creating launchers

Setting the date and time



Desktop Customisation

e TOo Invoke:
Main Menu --> Preferences
 Background

e Theme
e Fonts
e Menu and toolbars



Desktop Background

Background Preferences

Select picture:

e You can drag image files into the window to set
— the background picture.

default.png
Ficture options:
Tile Center Scale Stretch Mo Picture

Background style:

Vertical gradient ¥ Top color: | B0 | Bottom color: | 1

ﬁ Help X Close

e Main Menu --> Preferences --> Background
 Click on “Select picture”
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Desktop Theme

Bluecurve

Theme Preferences

Red Hat Linux default theme

Crux

smooth gradients with teal highlights

Grand Canyon

Dusty orange appearance

High Contrast

Black-on-white text and icons

T

This theme does not suggest any particular font or background.

& Help

ig# Install Theme...

% Theme Details

ave Theme...

X Close

Click on desired theme

Main Menu --> Preferences --> Theme
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Desktop Fonts

Font Preferences

Application font: sans 10
Desktop font: Sans | 12
Window title font: Sans | 10
Terminal font: Monospace 10

Font Rendering

() Monochrome (®) Best shapes

abcfgop AO abcfgop||abefgop AO abcfgop

(") Best contrast () Subpixel smoothing (LCDs)

abcfgop AO abcfgop||abefgop AO abcfgop

Details...

ﬁﬂem ........ x gﬂge .....

......................................

e Main Menu --> Preferences --> Font

 For each category to change, click on the space
listing the font
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Desktop Menu and Toolbars

- Menu and Toolbar Preferences - :

Behavior and Appearance

Show icons in menus
Detachable toolbars

Toolbar button labels: Text below icons ¥

Preview
File Edit

A R o I =

h.lew Open Save

& Help X Close

.......................................

b, -

e Main Menu --> Preferences --> Menu & Toolbars
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Running Applications
Applications can be run from:

e Main Menu
- Open Main Menu, select application
* Panel

- Place application icon on Panel (if not
already there)

- Click on application icon
 Desktop proper

- Place application icon on Desktop (if not
already there)

- Double click on application icon on
Desktop
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Add Application to Panel

iMureAccessunes ri ¢ Open Main Menu

|
Games

1i Calcs =
Graphics o A-::I-::I this launcher to panel - .
icti
| Remaove this item ® ng ht—CIICk On

Internet [
| File o
Office y | Putinto run dialog I "
ted item
Preferences j!T tHEJp on Calculator Se eC e I e
ex
Programming Properties

s e Click on selection
o * “Add this
Home Folder Iauncher to

Network Servers I ’
Run Application... p a n e

Search for Files...

System Tools

Open Recent »

Lock Screen

Log Out
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Add Application to
Desktop

e Open Main Menu
* Add application to Panel

* Drag application icon on Panel to
Desktop

Drag application icon
to Desktop
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Place Applet on Panel

* Move mouse to empty space on
Panel

* Right-click on mouse
e Select “Add to Panel”

* From sub-menu select applet to
place. e.g. to add “sticky notes”
applet,

Add to Panel --> Accessories --> Sticky Notes

* To remove, applet, right-click on it,
select “Remove from Panel”
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Configuring the Panel

Panel Properties

General | Background

Name: :Em'mm Fanel
Orientation: | Bottom =
Size: 48 : pixels
Expand
[ ] Autchide
Show hide buttons
Arrows on hide buttons
& Help ¥ Close

* Right-click on
Panel

» Select Properties

e General
properties

 Background
properties
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Creating a Launcher

Create Launcher,

Basic | Advanced

Name: v Tunerl

Generic name: |

Comment;

Command: | Jusr/binfxawtv

Erowse...

Type: Application

["] Run in terminal

8 Cancel

* Right-click on empty

area on Desktop

Select the item
"Create Launcher"

Enter the Name and
the Command to run
(you will need to know
the name and location
of the program to run)

Select an icon for it by
clicking on the icon
button (optional)
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Date and Time

Date/Time Properties ___ |ENENEY

Date B Time
{4 March » 4 2004 »

' Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

1 2 3 4 5 &8 Hour: |11
7 8 9 10 11 12 13
14 15 16 17 18 19 20

Current Time : 11:13:39

Minute : |13
21 22 23 4 25 26 27 '
o 39 4l Second : |10

Network Time Protocol

Your computer can synchronize its clock with a remote time server
using the Network Time Protocol.

[ ] Enable Network Time Protocol

Semver;

& Help # cancel o oK

* Important to set
correct date and time

* Main Menu

--> System Settings
--> Date & Time

or right-click on clock
(time) applet display
on Panel and select
Adjust Date & Time

» Appearance of desktop
clock can be changed
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End of Chapter 2



